Introduction
Biomass has been focused on as an alternative energy source, because its utilization reduces the impact of global warming1). For the traditional conversion processes like combustion, pyrolysis and gasification, the feedstock needs to be dried to a relatively high degree. However, a large part of the unutilized biomass and organic waste has a high moisture content, which makes them difficult to treat.
Therefore, it is important to develop a new conversion technology suitable for wet biomass and wastes.
The hydrothermal reaction is an advanced technology and a promising method for energy utilization of wet biomass and wastes, since it requires no drying of the feed- 
